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Epiphany 6, 2009
Preached:  February 15, 2009 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

2 Kings 5:1-14
Jesus’ Solution Is So Simple!
1. We want to rely on our power and influence.
2. But Jesus starts from scratch, creating a new self.
“Life is just getting too complicated! With the financial crisis, how am I ever going to keep my job? Or how will I get a job?” . . . “I’ve been diagnosed with this condition, and the treatment that the doctor is giving me just doesn’t seem to be clearing it up. There are so many side effects. And now he tells me that it is probably going to something that I am going to struggle with for the rest of my life.” . . . “It’s just getting so hard to live with my spouse, or with my mom and dad. We just can’t see eye to eye on any subject.” . . . “Folsom Lake and Lake Shasta are drying up. How are we ever going to have enough water for this coming summer?" So many things to worry about!
We have an excellent example in the Word this morning of a believer of the past who had a serious problem. And this Scripture is going to show us a solution to his problem that he tried—a solution that many of us try—that didn’t work. And we’re going to see a solution that God brought about—a very simple solution, and one that will work for all of us.
Naaman was a man who thought he could solve his problem by his own influence and power. Look at how he’s pictured in the first paragraph: 
Naaman was commander of the army of the king of Aram. He was a great man in the sight of his master and highly regarded, because through him the LORD had given victory to Aram. He was a valiant soldier.

He was the winning general of a powerful, victorious country. (Aram is modern day Syria, just north of Israel). He had a close, personal relationship with the King of Aram. He was wealthy. But he had a problem. He had leprosy, a feared, virtually incurable skin disease. He had probably tried everything at his disposal to get rid of it. Later in the account he says that he expects Elisha to wave his hand over the spot. Magic and superstition were common in the Middle East at the time, and Naaman had probably gone to all kinds of magicians and healers with his problem. 
But the real solution surfaced from a very unlikely source. In one of his battles, Naaman had captured a little girl from the Israelites. She was now serving his wife as a maid. One day this young girl very humbly suggested to Mrs. Naaman that if her master would just go to the prophet in Israel, she was sure he could cure him. Naaman was ready to try anything. He went to his king and told him he was going to go to Israel for a cure. And that’s when the two of them began to pour it on thick. It is obvious that they are both very convinced of their power and their influence in leveraging a solution. The king of Aram said, “By all means go. I’ll send a letter to the king of Israel.” He’s full of himself, convinced that he could sway the King of Israel and any of his subjects into healing his general. And Naaman himself starts packing all his means of persuasion. He took ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold and ten sets of clothing. Does anyone have their Bible open so that you can read in the footnote how much silver and gold this was in modern day measurements? The NIV footnote says that it was 750 pounds of silver and 150 pounds of gold. How many donkeys do you think that would take to transport that much silver and gold to Israel?
When Naaman arrives in Israel and comes to the King of Israel, the king reads the letter, “With this letter I am sending my servant Naaman to you so that you may cure him of his leprosy.” The inaccurate wording sets the King of Israel off. (Can you feel the egos in the room here?) “Am I God?” he asks as he tears his robes. “Can I kill and bring back to life? Why does this fellow send someone to me to be cured of his leprosy? See how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me!” These men are so filled with their own pride! The news of the king’s temper tantrum gets out into the capital, because the prophet of the LORD, Elisha, hears about it. 
I want you to notice how the Word of the LORD and the advice of His humble servant so calmly again enters into the story:

When Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his robes, he sent him this message: “Why have you torn your robes? Have the man come to me and he will know that there is a prophet in Israel.”

So calm! So confident! When Naaman comes to his house, Elisha sends him another message: “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.” I think there’s a reason why Elisha doesn’t even go out of the house to greet Naaman or to talk to him directly. Elisha no doubt wanted to show Naaman that it is not a person’s power or influence that works a solution to such a complicated problem. He simply wanted Naaman to hear the words and promise of God. Naaman flew into a rage:
“I thought that he would surely come out to me and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my leprosy. Are not the Abana and Pharpar (the rivers of his homeland) better than any of the waters of Israel? Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?” 
Notice again that it’s the servants who speak sensibly. Anyone who is filled with his own pride and with confidence in his own power and influence to solve his problems is not going to recognize God’s solution. We must be emptied of our own high opinion of ourselves before the LORD will work His solution on us. The servants said to Naaman, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some great thing, would you not have done it? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and be cleansed’!” Again, as at the beginning of the story, it is the simple words of the humble servant that win out. Naaman went down to the Jordan, to that same river that John the Baptist would later baptize in, and he dipped himself seven times (the sacred number) in the river. He did it, the account makes sure to point out to us, “as the man of God had told him.” It was the Word of God that had been spoken through His representative Elisha that Naaman acted on. And Naaman was healed—instantly. “And his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy.” It was nothing Naaman did. It was nothing Elisha did. God did it. And when God works His solutions they are complete and perfect.
God has worked a solution for us. And it is so similar to the solution He worked out for Naaman. The only difference is that Naaman’s was outward, and ours is inward. We are afflicted with a terrible disease that has mutilated our souls. And it is fatal. The disease is sin. Try as we might, we cannot eradicate it. But Jesus has and He does. The interesting thing is that also in our case He washes it away. He washes it away in baptism. His solution is so simple that we might be tempted like Naaman to scoff at it. “Pouring water over someone and saying a few words over them doesn’t do anything!” But, no, those who are humble and simply keep reminding us of God’s Word and His promise convince us to do it. And it becomes a “whole life” solution for us. We realize that it is not just a one day event. But as the Scriptures teach us, we relive our baptism every day when we confess our sins and when God says to us once again, “Your sins are forgiven.” That’s why we begin every service at the baptismal font, where the pastor starts the service with the very words spoken over us in baptism: “In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Here at the font every Sunday morning we confess our sins. And then Christ speaks to us through our pastor and He says, “I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
Baptism is God’s solution. In it He creates a new self in each one of us. His solution is not for us to re-form our old self. It is not based on our effort or doing. It does not come into being through our power and influence. It is God’s doing. He does it completely. For us the solution is so simple: Just trust His Word and promise. 
Why do we doubt God’s ability to solve our problems? Why do we spend sleepless nights in worry about them? Why do we so arrogantly run around hectically as if everything depended on us? The rains that we are receiving at this very moment are an example of the solutions that God pours down on us for heaven. When we are afflicted with a drought, we cannot make it rain. God is the only one who holds the solution in His hand. At times He staves off the solution for a while so that we learn to trust in Him and not in our own powers. May you rest easy this week knowing that the solution is so simple! May you live to treasure Jesus’ simple solution of baptism, of confession and absolution, of forgiveness, so that you may be healed from the sickness of sin and may live in your new flesh—in your new self!  Amen.
